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FROEBEL HOUSE SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
Issue 9 – July 2020

Dear Parents and Guardians,
Welcome to the last Froebel House newsletter of the 2019-20 Academic Year and, 
crikey, what a year it has been! This last five months has seen our community, like the 
rest of the country, experience a situation we have never experienced before and, in 
many ways, continue to experience a life in a way like no other. 

The lockdown period was one,I believe, none of us will ever 
forget. As adults it was difficult to digest and process and, for the 
children, a period of time in which they pretty much ceased to 
have any physical proximity with any of their friends – something 
all children need each and every day in order to develop social 
and emotional skills. As a direct result of the lockdown, Froebel 
has had to follow strict government guidelines which, as a result, 
has impacted school life in almost every way imaginable and yet, 
as evidenced over the last seven weeks, has not affected the 
children nearly as much as all of us widely expected. Considering 
the level of disruption, and all things taken into consideration, the 
children have done remarkably well.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the community for 
the patience and support during these troubled times. It’s evident 
through the work completed both at home and at school, that the 
combined efforts of the community have allowed the children to 
continue to progress. Unfortunately, the split schedule has not 
been convenient for all and I look forward to returning to our 

normal schedule as soon as possible. With the government plainly 
wanting all children back to school in September and with social 
distancing rules removed, it is Froebel’s intent to return to school 
on Wednesday, 9th September starting at 7.30am in the morning 
and running through until After School ends at 5.45 pm. I will 
confirm this via email closer to the time, cognisant everything is 
dependent on the national guidelines and state of play.

To those members of the Froebel Community moving onto the 
next stage of their learning continuum, we will miss you but wish 
you nothing but the very best. Good luck and best wishes to all.

On behalf of myself and the staff we wish you all a safe, happy 
and relaxing summer and look forward to seeing those children 
returning in early September.

Best wishes,

Mr Roberts 
Headteacher

Q U O T E  O F  T H E  D AY

“EVERYTHING CAN BE TAKEN FROM 
A MAN BUT ONE THING: THE LAST OF 
THE HUMAN FREEDOMS – TO CHOOSE 
ONE’S ATTITUDE IN ANY GIVEN SET OF 

CIRCUMSTANCES, TO CHOOSE ONE’S 
OWN WAY.” 
– Viktor Frankl
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Worthy of Praise
WHAT IS WORTHY OF PRAISE?

Worthy of Praise is an opportunity for the 
school to recognise students who have made 
a noteworthy contribution to the school, each 
week, during our Monday morning assembly. 
Each teacher, when discussing the class and 
their merit cards, selects a student whom they 
believe deserves to be recognised school-wide 
for their efforts. 

A ‘Worthy of Praise’ candidate has met one or more of the following 
criteria:

• Demonstrating a genuine caring and responsible attitude towards 
others

• Demonstrating and practising an improved positive attitude to 
learning throughout the week

• Working independently to improve their academic performance 
through effort and perseverance, having struggled to do so in the 
past

• Modelling the behavioural expectations of the school throughout the 
school

• Demonstrating good manners, polite behaviour and genuine acts of 
kindness towards other members of the class and school community

I would like to congratulate the following students for being singled out 
for ‘Worthy of Praise’ during the spring term:

Reception: Rayan Swaray, Adanna Onuchukwu, Asher Sibanda, Abigail 
Nkomo and Nasira Bhamji.

Year 1: Eleen Bhamji and Shravan Jeyaseelan.

Year 2: Dubem Onuchukwu, Vanessa Cavi, Ethan Maiolo-Skelly, Amy 
Roberts, Nathaniel Masamha, Imogen Westwood, Nyasha Duri, Zack 
Chi and Mia Matongorere.

Year 3: Scarlett Lane, Olivia Pennack, Rueben Herzberg, Millie 
Humphrey, Ivanna Mathew, Jessica Morris, Henry Osgerby and Ranulph 
Strickland.

Year 4: Tristan Boakye, Lotanna Ezeike, Asante Chilufya, Sophie 
Fitzsimons, Joshua Long, Tamara Rahama, Lakshmi Sivaneswaran and 
Jonathan Timbo.

Year 5: Noor Elhomaidy, Felix Robins, Zain Islam, Tadisa Gumbo, 
Nicholas Zhao, Unathi Nkomo, Dandara Richardson and Florence 
Westwood.

Year 6: Ahmed Rahama, Ozan Aktepe, Peaches Lloyd, Isabella Hatley, 
Zyana Cherian, Imogen Peters, Annabelle Pennack, Yasemin Aydemir 
and Yohann Khanshir.

Hymers 
Entrance 
Exam 
Success 2020

It was yet another successful year for all 
entrance exams undertaken by Froebel 
students. All students who took exams 
passed including twelve students who 
took the entrance exam to Hymers, with 
two being offered academic scholarships. 

Justin Stanley, the new Hymers Head of 
School joined me at school to discuss and 
celebrate the successful candidates and 
to congratulate Froebel on the quality of 
the candidates going to Hymers. 

Mr. Stanley said, “The children are a real 
credit to the school and the teachers 
should be congratulated on the excellent 
job they are doing”.

I appreciate Mr. Stanley coming to the 
school and value our very positive and 
supportive relationship. I’m looking 
forward to hearing about how our 
class of 2020 settle into their new 
surroundings! 
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Reading
1. Children who read often and widely get better at it

After all, practice makes perfect in almost everything 
humans do, and reading in no different. Its important 
children have a set time to read each and every day 
without fail. 

2. Reading exercises our brain

Reading is a much more complex task for the human 
brain rather than watching TV, for example. Reading 
strengthens brains connections and builds NEW 
connections. Turn off that T.V, minimise computer 
gaming (as it focuses on the same dopamine centres 
as highly addictive drugs which explains the tantrums 
when devices are withdrawn). Reading is positive on 
every level.

3. Reading improves concentration

Children have to sit still and quietly so that they can 
focus on the story when they are reading. If they read 
often, they will develop the skill to do this for longer. 
Reading is a brilliant way to help your child not only 
develop concentration but a very good starting point 
to develop self-discipline.

4. Reading teaches children about the world 
around them

Through reading a variety of books children learn 
about people, places, and events outside of their own 
experience.

5. Reading improves vocabulary and language skills

Children learn new words every time they read. 
Subconsciously, they absorb information on how 
to structure sentences and how to use words and 
other language features which in turn has a positive 
effect on writing and speaking. This is most evident 
when children write creative pieces of work, its very 
easy to see which children are reading regularly and 
which are not!

6. Reading develops a child’s imagination

As we read our brains translate the descriptions we 
read of people, places and things into pictures. While 
we are engaged in a story, we are also imagining how 
a character is feeling. Young children then bring this 
knowledge into their everyday play.

7. Reading helps children to develop empathy

As children develop, they begin to imagine how they 
would feel in that situation. Many good children’s 
authors explore children’s feelings and ways in which 
children both experience and deal with them which in 
turn, provides excellent opportunities for parents to 
discuss with their child.

8. Reading is a fun….and necessary!

A book or an e-reader doesn’t take up much space 
and is light to carry, so you take it anywhere so you 
can never be bored if you have a book in your bag. If 
children are engaged in a book, they will be keen to 
read it!

9. Reading is a great way to spend time together

Reading together on the sofa, bedtimes stories and 
visiting the library are just some ways of spending time 
together. Make it a routine each and everyday

10. Children who read achieve better in school

Reading promotes achievement in all subjects, not just 
English. Children who are good readers statistically 
achieve much better across the curriculum. If you want 
your child to do well in school, encouraging them to read 
is a very good start in helping them on their way.

“I FIND TELEVISION VERY EDUCATING. 
EVERY TIME SOMEBODY TURNS ON THE 
SET, I GO INTO THE OTHER ROOM AND 
READ A BOOK.” 
– Groucho Marx

“IF YOU ARE GOING TO GET 
ANYWHERE IN LIFE YOU 
HAVE TO READ A LOT OF 
BOOKS.” 
– Roald Dahl
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The Summer Holidays

What can I do to help prepare my child for the new term?

In light of the lockdown and children having to spend time learning at home, all of our children have an experience of what 
that means. Thankfully, almost every child is able to sit and work independently, albeit sometimes with a little calculated 
guidance. When we return to school in September, government guidelines allowing, we will hit the ground running. Froebel 
suggests that throughout the seven-week break, you keep your child active and engaged to ensure they arrive in a good 
place in September. I have listed below some suggestions to help keep them occupied:-

1. Daily Journal

Have your child(ren) keep a daily journal recording their 
summer experiences – this will keep reading and writing skills 
sharp. This also encourages you to do different things, so they 
actually have something to record! 

2. Summer Reading

Put together a suggested summer reading list. As mentioned 
previously, reading is one of the easiest ways to keep a 
student’s mind engaged during a break from structured 
educational activities. Looking for advice on what to read? Try 
your local library. Many libraries have reading competitions 
that children can take part in and offer reading programs that 
can keep your child(ren) busy for the entire summer break. 

3. Get outside and explore 

A trip to the neighbourhood park or a nearby forest can 
be a terrific learning experience. the natural environment 
equipped with a book about flora and fauna and look to 
identify and describe. The old railway lines in and around 
Beverley/York are brilliant and also provide fantastic 
opportunities to see birds and wildlife.

4. Extend their education

Have your students visit a museum of art, history, natural 
history or science. York is a real gem and has many different 
museums that have one day or evening per week offering 
free or reduced admission. Take advantage of museum 

education programs and classes like pottery, painting, fused 
glassmaking, bird watching, scientific experimentation or 
photography. Please check out the link below:

https://www.visityork.org/explore/attractions

5. New Classes

COVID 19 restrictions permitting, have your child(ren) try a 
new class like gymnastics, trampoline, karate, dance or music 
classes. The first class is often free and the summer months, 
surprisingly, have low attendance so it’s a great time to give 
it a try. Anything that uses energy and mental focus is a real 
winner and often a prelude to developing self - discipline.

6. Get Crafty

Encourage your student’s parents to pick up a cookbook 
for children from the library and have them follow an easy 
step by step recipe. Or, get them outside to construct a bird 
feeder. The sky is the limit, but the key is to have them doing 
something rather than passively watching television

7. Stay Active & healthy

In addition to academic risks, children can also be at an 
increased risk of weight gain when they are out of school 
during the summer months. Take advantage of the warmer 
weather and keep the children active and try to avoid 
the sugar trap of spoil and reward. An occasional treat is 
absolutely fine but regular intervals of junk food and sugar 
does the young body no favours at all. 
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Year 6 
Our year 6 students wrote 
about their favourite times 
at Froebel House School.
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Surrealism
 ‘Salvador Dali’s Self Portrait’ artwork created by Years 4, 5 and 6.

Rainbow 
Unicorns... 
...with a Touch of Magic 
created by Year 2.

Year 3 
Paper Collage 
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Year 6 Leavers 
2020 Morning
A big thank you to Mr and Mrs Gerbaga 
for delivering two magnificent chocolate 
cakes to the Year 6 students on Saturday 
morning. I would also like to thank Mrs 
Ahmed and Zainab for organising the silver 
“Class of 2020” keyrings. The children also 
received their leavers hoodies. All in all the 
children had a great morning and enjoyed the 
opportunity to finally meet with the whole 
class. Well done Year 6!

Year 2 
Samurai Hats.

Year 3 
Optical 
Ilusion 
Rainbow 
Hearts.

Year 5 
Heart 

Weaving.

Year 6 
Origami Crane Mobile.
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Arrival & 
Dismissal Time
• Please do not park on double yellow lines 

anywhere near the school at any time. I am in 
constant discussions with residents who live close 
to the school and get extremely frustrated when 
cars block their drives and access. I am aware of 
the difficulties parking presents, but consideration 
of others is essential at all times.

• Once you have collected your child, please 
move away from the front of the school. This 
ensures that staff can see who is waiting to pick 
up children and smaller children can see and 
reach their parents safely. In light of the rules and 
guidelines surrounding COVID -19 it’s imperative 
parents do not hang about outside the building 
chatting.

• If children have forgotten anything, they are asked 
not to come back inside at home time. I would 
ask parents not to come back inside to collect 
items either. Dismissing the children takes total 
commitment from the member of staff on duty – 
the younger children can so easily mishear their 
names and attempt to walk out. Nothing is more 
important than the safety of the children. 

• Please do not, under any circumstances, at any 
time of the day, reverse onto the pavement 
outside the school – it is extremely dangerous. 
It takes a minute to drive up to the roundabout 
to turn around. As a result of violations from 
members of the public, the council is going 
to erect permanent bollards to protect the 
community in the near future from idiotic and 
careless drivers.

• Please will parents supervise their child/children 
outside school at dismissal time. It is a public 
pathway and we should respect that. A small 
number of children run up and down the street 
shouting and some walk on the walls of residents’ 
properties or run in and out of gardens, which is 
not acceptable and does nothing for the school’s 
relationship with residents who live close to the 
school. It’s both rude and disrespectful to sit/
stand on walls and must be avoided at all times. 

Early Arrivals

Please will you wait in the corridor, just inside the front door when 
you arrive to collect your child/children from After School. The 
staff will then call your child who will come to you ready to go 
home. Please insist that your child leaves straight away. A number 
of children delay going home which causes disruption for the 
children who are still in After School and it distracts staff from 
taking full care of the other children. 

I would appreciate it if all parents would respect this request and 
not go into the After-School classrooms.

After School

If your child or children is one of the very early arrivals, please put 
their bags, water bottles and lunch boxes into their classrooms 
and then bring your child/children up to the top floor wearing their 
outdoor shoes, hats and coats. Children who arrive very early 
must not be left in a classroom unsupervised at any time. If your 
child arrives early, before 8.00am, please ensure they have an age 
appropriate, suitable book to read. 

If your child/children arrive when children are out in the 
playground, they go straight outside and put their belongings onto 
their bench. If it is wet, early arrivals change their shoes, hang up 
their coats in their cloakroom and go up to the top floor. Later 
arrivals go into their own classrooms. 

Illness

Fees

Folders

Term’s Notice

Please telephone the school on the day your child is absent. 

Please may I remind parents that fees are due on or before the first 
day of term and all direct debits are on the 27th of each month, not 
before and not after. It’s important each direct debit has a reference 
to the surname so they can be tracked and confirmed accordingly. 
Please do not pay any after school fees by direct bank transfer. 

All children have a named folder. This is sent home when there is 
a letter inside for parents to read. Please return the folders the 
next day with signed slips if requested. 

A term’s notice must be given without fail, in writing, on or before 
the first day of a term. If notice is received any later, a term’s fees 
will be payable in lieu. It’s very important this is recognised as this 
is applied without prejudice and without fail.
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Lunch Boxes
Please will you include healthy food in your child’s 
lunch box. May I remind you that sweets and 
chocolate are not allowed in school at any time 
and this includes sending sweets for the whole 
class on birthdays. A cake or individual buns which 
are nut free are always acceptable but not sweets 
or chocolates.

Children need a plate and a paper or cloth napkin 
in their lunch boxes. A plastic or paper plate is 
acceptable. Please keep the lunch box as small as 
possible. 

Records
It is essential that school records are accurate 
and current and any change of address or contact 
telephone details are shared with the school 
immediately. 

The Second Hand 
Uniform Shop
If you have any second-hand school uniform 
items surplus to requirements, then please let Ms 
Dalton know immediately, as we are very short of 
stock. Any uniform item is gratefully received. Ms 
Dalton’s contact number is 07964 466191. This 
information is also placed on the notice board in 
the corridor. 

Accidents
Children on occasion will have minor accidents 
during the school day. If this happens there will be 
an accident slip in your child’s bag. If the accident 
causes serious concern, parents will be contacted 
immediately. 

Uniform
The Froebel House uniform is a source of pride and must be worn 
as such. Please ensure each and every morning your child(ren) is 
dressed smartly and appropriately. It’s imperative all clothing is 
clearly labelled as we have no other way of identifying lost clothing 
as they are all the same! If we find unnamed clothing, we donate 
it to the school uniform shop. Iron on name tapes are very easy to 
use and are available from Rawcliffes. Please note P.E. bags must 
be named on the outside with a permanent marker. 

Children need two pairs of 
named plimsolls. One pair 
is for P.E. and one pair for 
indoor shoes. 

Please label the P.E. shoes 
and keep them in the P.E. bag 
at all times.

Children also need a pair of 
white socks for P.E. 

The green waterproof 
jacket should be in school at 
all times. If children wear the 
jacket home, please return it 
the next day. 

Stationery

Hair

The following items are required so please ensure that your child 
has them in his/her pencil case when they return to school: -

Years 4, 5 and 6  Scissors, large glue stick, coloured pencils, 
pen, compass, 30 cm ruler, white rubber and 
canister pencil sharpener.

Years 2 and 3  Scissors, glue stick, felt tips, coloured 
pencils, 30 cm ruler, white rubber and 
canister pencil sharpener. 

Year 1 Coloured pencils, glue stick, white rubber 
and canister pencil sharpener. 

Reception Pencil crayons, pencil case, large glue stick 
and a rubber. 

NB. Tippex is not allowed in school. 

Please keep boys’ hair a sensible length – not too long, not too 
short and definitely not shaved. Girls’ hair must be tied back neatly 
with a green bobble, and if necessary, a green slide and ribbon. 
There should be no decoration in the hair. Braiding should be 
simple, kept to the minimum and tied back neatly. 
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Congratulations goes to...

ISABELLA HATLEY
Congratulations to Isabella 
Hatley on achieving 100% 
attendance and punctuality 
during her seven years at 
Froebel House.

DAISY GADD
Well done to Daisy Gadd on 
being awarded a silver medal 
in Gymnastics class.

JOSHUA LONG
Congratulations to Joshua Long 
on his Art competition success!

DAVID NWAKUNOR
Well done to David Nwakunor 
on being awarded Man of the 
Match!

EVA ADU-AGYEI
Well done to Eva Adu-Agyei 
for being awarded the best 
performer of the week award in 
gymnastics class.

ANNABELLE 
PENNACK
Congratulations to Annabelle 
Pennack on never losing a merit 
throughout her entire Froebel 
House career!

HENRY AND FRASER 
OSGERBY
Well done to both Henry and 
Fraser Osgerby for picking up 
achievement medals on the ski 
slope whilst on holiday!
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And well done to...

HARRY EDE
Well done to Harry Ede 
and his football team (West 
Hull Yorkies) who won the 
Hessle Sporting Club Annual 
Tournament for Under 8’s.

ZAID SAMI
Well done to Zaid Sami on 
achieving his green belt at his 
martial arts class. 

OLIVIA PENNACK
Well done to Olivia Pennack on her 
beginners award from gymnastics.

LAKSHMI SIVANESWARAN
Well done to Lakshmi Sivaneswaran on her 
entry level award for playing the violin.

EVA AND AMY 
ROBERTS
Well done to Eva and Amy 
Roberts on achieving their red 
belts at their martial arts class.

SCARLETT LANE
Well done to Scarlett Lane for 
achieving a distinction in her 
Grade 1 Tap Dance Exam.
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Term dates 2020 - 2021
Autum Term 2020

Spring Term 2021

Half Term

Half Term

Starts Wednesday, 9 September 2020

Ends Friday, 18 December 2020 @ 12.00 noon

Starts Tuesday, 5 January 2021

Ends Friday, 26 March 2021 @ 12.00 noon

Starts Thursday, 22 October 2020

Ends Tuesday, 3 November 2020

Starts Monday, 15 February 2021

Ends Friday, 19 February 2021

Half term is inclusive of the dates above. Return to school on Wednesday, 4 November 2020.

Half term is inclusive of the dates above. Return to school on Monday, 22 February 2021. 

Note: Bank holidays: Good Friday, 2 April 2021, and Easter Monday, 5 April 2021.

Summer Term 2021 Half Term

Starts Tuesday, 13 April 2021

Ends Friday, 9 July 2021 @ 12.00 noon

Starts Monday, 31 May 2021

Ends Friday, 4 June 2021

Half term is inclusive of the dates above. Return to school on Monday, 7 June 2021.

Note: Bank holiday: Monday, 3 May.

T H O U G H T  O F  T H E  D AY

“IF ANYONE TELLS YOU THAT A 
CERTAIN PERSON SPEAKS ILL OF YOU, 
DO NOT MAKE EXCUSES ABOUT WHAT 
IS SAID OF YOU BUT ANSWER, ‘HE WAS 
IGNORANT OF MY OTHER FAULTS, ELSE 

HE WOULD HAVE NOT MENTIONED 
THESE ALONE.” 

– Epictetus


